
The importance of this Milestone:

 
How would they know their child is ready to be baptized? 

What does it look like for your child to appropriately set the course of their own life? It is that maturity that is needed for them 
to make a life-long commitment to Christ represented through baptism. 

What do you mean, “Appropriately independent”? 

Characteristics of child who may be ready: (Don’t be overwhelmed! You don’t have to see it all) 

1. Evidence of the Holy Spirit: conviction, changed life, 
knows how to deal with guilt, fruit of Spirit. 

Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who 
calls out, “Abba, Father.” (Galatians 4:6) 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22–23) 

2. Desire to be in community with Jesus’ people 

For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or 
Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. (1 
Corinthians 12:13) 

3. Hunger for God’s Word 

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation, (1 Peter 2:2) 

4. A life that gives witness to Christ 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

 

“Even if a child can say enough in a testimony to 
make it reasonably clear that he understands and 
embraces the gospel, baptism should wait until he 

manifests evidence of regeneration that is 
independent of parental control. (John MacArthur)”



How can parents establish an environment that encourages their child’s life-long 
identification with Christ?

1. Live in a way that you would want them to 
imitate you. 

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your 
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up. (Deuteronomy 6:6–7) 

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 
(1 Corinthians 11:1) 

2. Grow in interacting with, and responding 
to your child’s heart 

The purpose in a man’s heart is like deep water, but a man of 
understanding will draw it out. (Proverbs 20:5) 

3. Cast vision for independent decision 
making and encourage appropriate 
independent decisions 

Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To his own master 
he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make 
him stand. (Romans 14:4) 

4. Pray 

When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, 
saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them and 
said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible.” (Matthew 19:25–26) 

5. Understand baptism - why it is better to 
wait? 

6. Seek to be free of legalism — putting your 
hope in the external act of baptism  

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is 
written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things 
written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11 Now it is evident 
that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous 
shall live by faith.” 12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who 
does them shall live by them.” (Galatians 3:10–12) 

 

Because baptism is seen as 
something clear and final, our 

primary concern is that when a 
younger child is baptized he 

tends to look to that experience 
as proof that he was saved. 
Therefore, in the case of an 

unregenerate child who is 
baptized—which is not 

uncommon in the church at large
—baptism actually does him a 

disservice. (John MacArthur)



Examples of how our family walked out this milestone:

Questions??

➡ What do we do if we are really off track? 
➡ What if my child is “hit and miss”, “Hot and cold” when it comes to their faith journey? 

What the celebration of this Milestone could  
look like?

1. Start by talking with a pastor - and have your son/daughter 
talk with them. 

2. Attend Baptism Retreat 
3. Embrace pastoral counsel regarding the readiness of your 

child. 
4. Celebrate the day, invite friends and family etc 

What the churches part  will be to support 
them in this?

➡ LFA celebrates baptism: a great environment for the subject 
to come up. Make sure you do your faith talks on those days 

➡ Pastoral interaction 
➡ Relationship with other parents (think: pastorate) 
➡ Baptism Retreat 
➡ Interact with and trust pastoral guidance on readiness. 

Where can they go for more resources:

On general Christian truth/training: A good Catechism: 
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/articles/a-baptist-
catechism 

On when to baptize 
http://www.capitolhillbaptist.org/we-equip/children/baptism-of-children/ 
http://www.challies.com/articles/at-what-age-should-we-baptize 
http://www.hopeingod.org/document/why-wait-baptism 

Other key books: 
Paul Tripp: Age of Opportunity (on addressing your child’s heart)
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