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You yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

 1 Peter 2:5
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Vision 11 And he gave the apostles, 
the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, 
12 to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, 13 until 
we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, 
to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ,  
Ephesians 4:11-13 

Have you ever noticed the 
developmental stages a child goes 
through as they learn to draw? They 
haven’t yet identified the need for 
certain details like a shoulder or neck or 
hands. These pictures by my five year old 
show an attention to certain details 
while ignoring others. The mouse has a 
squiggly tail, but the person has no feet. 
The chicken seems to be going to the 
bathroom, yet the happy cat has no legs 
or paws.  

I think this is what it means to mature. It 
is not only being able to identify what is 
there but also to identify what it is we 
are missing. As we develop as a church 
body, there are many things we see and 
do that are beautiful and worthy of God-
honoring celebration, but there are at 
the same time some chickens without 
eyes and cats without fur. There are 
things we are missing and ways we need 
to grow. 

In 2017, as I was interviewed by the 
Governing Elders to become the next 
Lead Pastor, they wanted to know my 
vision for the church. After 17 years of 
serving in the church, they had a 
pretty good idea of my character, my 
spiritual gifts, my strengths, my 
weaknesses, but what they did not 
know was my vision. What sort of 
vision did I have for the church? Here 
is a summary of the conversation. 
Nate Howard was/is my mentor, and 
the core values that have shaped this 
church were the core values that 
shaped me. Not only that, but I have 
been part of shaping this vision that 
we currently walk in as a church, and I 
have been given the task of designing 
and implementing the mission to  
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Thankfully, God had already prepared                    
me for the answer.  

• Raise Biblical literacy 
• Establish a regular corporate space 

for pursuing the presence of God 
• Empower Local & Global Missions  
• Increased Gospel Proclamation 
• Leverage key life stages as onramps 

into highly functioning life-on-life 
Discipleship Groups  
• Align the LFA family of churches to 

be a place where disciples cultivate 
their spiritual gifts and are sent out 
as leaders 

As we begin 2019, I want you to know 
that the Pastors Team will be seeking 
God on behalf of this church. We will 
be praying for you, asking for God’s 
help and seeking His purposes and His 
presence in how we move toward 
maturity in these six areas. So join us 
as we pray and stay connected as we 
see how the master artist is going to 
draw us into maturity.  

Greg Hill 

accomplish that vision. That means 
church planting and our discipleship 
process have been things I have helped 
create, organize and implement. In 
short, if you are looking for a radical 
departure from Nate’s leadership and 
vision, I do not believe I am your guy. 

But if you are looking for someone to 
lead us to new levels of maturity within 
the vision we have articulated, that is 
what I feel God has placed on my heart. 
They seemed to like that answer, and 
for that I was relieved. However, they 
came back with an important and 
insightful question. We are glad to hear 
that because we are very grateful for 
the vision and foundation Nate and 
Sharon have laid, but that was Nate’s 
vision. Are there any additional aspects 
of vision that you bring to the table?  
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Since our arrival to the US last December and later in  
March to Bridgeton, God has been a faithful provider  
for our needs. God has also helped our family in the  
transition and placed great people to help us along the                                                  
way. Special thanks to the Cummings family for all the  
support and love they have shown to us this year. 
To Diego and Cindy Cuartas, for opening their house  
and their lives to our family. We learned a lot from their 
lives. To the Raybould family, for adopting us part of their  
family. To the pastoral and church staff team, for making us feel part of the family 
immediately.  
       We have been able to impact 14 families in our   
       partnering with Revive South Jersey, and God has  
       allowed us to serve them in different ways, most of  
       them by helping them to reach goals that are   
       important for them, like getting their GED or   
          even learning to read and write. God has opened the  
       door for us to be invited as part of the SLC team at  
       Indian Ave School, and He has allowed us to serve with 
       the new families referred through Inspira network.  
We are in a beautiful process to become closer as a pastorate with people from LFA. 
These families are amazing children of God, ready to serve and show His love 
wherever He leads; we couldn't be happier to be part of this. 
We can't wait to see what God will do next year with and through these amazing 
people. Part of our vision for 2019 involves applying the discipleship process in the 
Bridgeton pastorate, loving and serving Bridgeton as a team and reproducing 
pastorates. 

Isai and the Garcia family 

Bridgeton  
Church Plant 
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Glasstown 
WOW! I really can’t believe that Glasstown will be turning three 
years old in just a few months. God has been doing a lot in our 
church since the beginning, and He continue to work. Last year 
we really tried to focus on Discipleship Groups and Pastorates. My 
prayer last year was that God would take us to deep places of 
growth in the area of one-on-one discipleship, and I believe this is 
happening. We have the majority of our people in some kind of 
personal discipleship. I also felt God calling us to move our 
services to Sunday mornings, and after meeting with the core 
team, we decided this was the move we should make. This move 
to Sundays has changed us from being a service option on 
Saturday nights to a church, one that has its own people, its own 
identity and passion.  
This year we are on track to bring in $88,000 into our General  
Fund, which is how much we need for our budget. WOW! It’s 
pretty amazing to see God providing the way He is. Thank you for 
your faithful giving. When you give to our General Fund we are 
able to pay our bills. It also helps shape our future vision and 
mission.  
In 2019, I think God is calling us to reach people that don’t know 
Him yet and to disciple and care for the people that are currently 
in our church. As we grow as a church, we are now learning to 
care for the people that God has already given us. We have a lot 
of ministries that require a lot of volunteers. We average about 55 
adult attenders on a weekly basis and about 17 kids. In order to 
run all the ministries we have, we need 49 committed volunteers. 
This is quite the work load for our core attenders. Pray with us as 
we ask God to show us what things we need to prioritize.   
I’m excited to announce we will be starting our own bible study 
on Wednesday mornings from 6:30-7:30am at the Arts Cafe on 
High Street in Millville. Also, Glasstown Elders will start to be led 
by Pastor Erik. This is significant because our church needs men 
who will step up and lead it together, and right now we have a 
divided leadership team. This move will bring together the 
Ministering Elders, the Governing Elder, and the Pastor to work 
together on vision and mission.  
Erik Howard 
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Mick Sanderson 
Maintenance 

• Part-time (10-15 hrs/wk) 
• Perform and organize general office cleaning 
• Still secretly gloating over England’s bid to play in the 2018 World 

Cup while the US Men’s team stayed home. His secret joy was 
compounded as England won over the US, 3-0 at Wembley 
Stadium in November. 

• 35 hrs/wk 
• Oversee Middle School Ministry  
• Lead Summer Ministry (Camp Grace) through a network of 

student leaders and interns 
• Support connections to help assimilate newcomers 
• Facilities Coordinator: works with Charissa to manage rental 

agreements and building usage 
• Over Treasure Seekers for 1-6th grade. Set goals and organize 

curriculum, raise up adult leaders and student leaders to 
implement Treasure Seekers for 1-6 graders 
• Is now a home owner in Vineland, NJ! I hear he has a walk-in 

closet for his bowties. 

Angelo D’Amato 
Middle School and 1–6  

Grade Ministry Coordinator 

• Part-time (12 hrs/wk) 
• Develop Teams: Generational Team for Milestones, New Moms, 

and Pre-marriage 
• Leads CM Together, Ministry to New Moms, Parenting 

Gatherings and Parent Summit 
• Provide support to Pastor Greg for leading part of the spiritual 

formation of the Pastors Team  
• Infuse Family Ministry values in whole church  
• Wins the award for most diverse commute to the office. He 

comes by bus, car, walking, cycling! We are still waiting for the 
unicycle. 

Caleb Howard 
Family Ministry 

Coordinator 

Dara Born 
Admin. Assistant 

• Part-time (29 hrs/wk) 
• Provide reception; process mail, email and voice messages; 

maintain and update office records. Produce and maintain 
promotional projects and resource materials 
• Provide general and specific assistance to staff as needed 
• She has been self nominated to the role of Assistant Lead Pastor 

Pastors Team  
and Staff
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• Part-time (21 hrs/wk) 
• Promote local and global missions 
• Build and resource a network of missions-minded leaders 
• Oversee NCA partnership and missions weekends 
• Promote and implement Taste of Mission weekends 
• He played baseball with, against, around or near (I am not sure 

which is the correct preposition) Mike Trout in High School 
Jed Riconda 

Mission Coordinator 

• Part-time (12 hrs/wk) 
• Develop Teams for Children’s Ministry: Nursery, Twos and 

Threes, and Fours and Fives. 
• Sets vision of CM, develop curriculum, train leaders and 

implement Safe Place 
• Partner with parents and infuse the Milestones in the culture 

of CM to help train households 
• She says that the tennis court in her backyard is for the kids 

and the neighborhood, but I think she dreams of winning the 
US Open. 

Sarah Bates 
Early Childhood Ministries 

Coordinator 

• Part-time (12 hrs/wk) 
• He and his wife Holly oversee High School Ministry  
• Set goals and organize curriculum for the discipleship of our 

high school students  
• Raise up adult leaders and student leaders to implement 

ministry and shepherd students 
• The length of his beard is not inspired by fashion trends or 

wanting to play Jesus in a passion play but rather a desire to 
look like his mentor, Gandalf the Grey. 

Daniel Matro 
Senior HighMinistries 

Coordinator 

Erik Howard 
Glasstown Church Pastor 

Coordinator 

• Full-time 
• Clearly communicate the vision and mission of Glasstown. Lead 

the church through anticipated growth transitions and give 
regular updates 
• Oversee the discipleship process at Glasstown Church, which 

includes preaching and leadership development at Glasstown 
• Oversee the development of pastorates and pastorate leaders 

for the Living Faith family of churches 
• He is also a new homeowner in Millville, and he and Katie Jean 

are expecting their first child in December! 

• Full-time 
• Provide reception, process mail, maintain and update office 

records. Log and maintain financial records; manage accounts 
receivable, accounts payable and payroll; provide financial 
reporting as required  
• Manage office volunteers, schedule facility use and equipment 

maintenance and repair, order supplies and provide assistance to 
staff as needed 
• Has won this year’s best decorated office award 

Charissa Ricketts 
Office Manager/

Bookkeeper 
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Isai Garcia 
Bridgeton Church Planter 

• Full-time 
• Clearly communicate the vision and mission of the Bridgeton 

Church Plant. Lead the church through anticipated growth 
transitions and give regular updates 
• Oversee the discipleship process at the Bridgeton Church 

Plant, which includes pastorate reproduction, local missions 
mobilization and leadership development 
• His full-time hours are split between his role as a family 

advocate and church planter 
• He is surprised at how much nicer of a resort South Jersey is 

than Cancun, where he was previously working. He has not 
said that, but I know he is thinking it.

• Full-time 
• Oversee the worship teams and Sunday Celebration planning 
• Oversee and promote Sr High Ministry. Develop leadership team to 

shepherd these students  
• Plan and implement connections with new visitors and guests. Help 

assimilate newcomers and link attendees to a relationship on a 
ministry team or pastorate 
• In 2018 he entered the world of being an RV owner. Happy Travels!   Chris Laws 

Youth/Connections/
Worship Pastor 

• 35 hrs/wk 
• Oversee crisis assistance, care of the hurt/needy and healing. 

Identify, receive, assign, coordinate and follow-up on requests for 
assistance  
• Plan and manage programs and volunteers/staff for Celebrate 

Recovery, Grief Share, Lay Counseling, Ministering Elders, 
Deacons/Deaconesses and Prayer Chain.  
• Infuse value of prayer in whole church 
• Administer counseling assistance and other assistance funds 
• Is an excellent tap dancer (at least that’s the rumor I am 

circulating)! 

Diego Cuartas 
Associate Pastor for 

Healing and Restoration 

• Full-time 
• Provide day-to-day management of Pastors Team, staff and 

ministry leaders. Oversee and manage all church facilities 
• Steward finances by working closely with Pastor’s Team to 

develop budgets and track spending, maintain adequate cash 
reserves and help avoid budget shortfalls 
• Clearly communicate LFA vision and mission. Lead the church 

through anticipated growth transitions and give regular updates 
• Has made the move from living in Millville to now living in 

Vineland. From Thunderbolt to the Fighting Clan. I didn’t know 
that Thunder had Bolts 
• Passed on his gene of looking good in skull caps to his sons 

Greg Hill 
Lead Pastor 
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This December marks one year that we have 
been in our current facility! We have over 40 
people who serve in worship, sound and 
technical areas of ministry. They are all amazing! I 
want to thank all of our leaders who work in the 
sound booth, oversee technical aspects like 
computers, videos, lyric presentations and who 
lead us in praising and worshipping God on a 
weekly basis. You can see our worship leaders at 
lfachurch.org/worship  

As a church body of over 800 active attenders, we 
continue to press into what it means to give God 
praise, realize that the praise He deserves is true, 
and then respond to God in awe - worship. This 
year we also started 4th Friday Jam nights for 
Worship Ministry to help us build a greater sense 
of community.  

We will continue to seek God together  
and to employ current and ancient  
forms of worship. We want to have “a multi-
generational, multi-cultural and historically 
rooted time where the church body gives God 
praise and rends their hearts in worship to the 
Creator, The Son and the Holy Spirit.” 
Chris Laws

Celebration and Worship

door and looked a little lost and said, “I’m new 
here, and I have no idea what to do.” Since that  
first encounter, this person has been coming 
regularly and has felt very supported because 
our First Impressions Team did such a great 
job. Capturing information from guests should 
be as easy as ordering a sub from Wawa. 
Adding the “Info Hub” to the church lobby has 
been a gigantic step forward for us as a church 
family and as a place for welcoming guests to 
become part of the family. As our church 
continues to grow and change, we will  
need to increase  
the size of our  
team and our  
ability to identify  
and care for guests. 

Chris Laws 

Our security team is excellent! The area of 
security hits close to home for me because  
a few years ago a former student of mine 
survived being shot at a  
ministry venue. I want to  
thank all our security  
team members and  
Mark Rowe for putting  
in the extra steps to help  
us be ready if something  
should ever happen.   
I also want to thank the  
many people who serve our church body by 
making a good first impression. These 14 
volunteers do an outstanding job of helping 
guests learn how to navigate our facility and 
to feel welcomed and comfortable here.   
One First Impressions member said they 
encountered someone who walked in the  

Connections and Security

http://lfachurch.org/worship
http://lfachurch.org/worship
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Missions
Missions is key to reflecting the heart of our 
pursuit of God, intent on making worshippers 
out of rebels. Missions is key to the heart of LFA 
AND the key to our transformation! 

We are so grateful for: 

• Over 300 people that came out to volunteer 
and serve in our Taste of Mission weekends 
and who serve consistently around our 
community! 

• The continuation of Art Baruffi’s construction 
ministry and its consistency throughout the 
year in the community; they were recognized 
by the county. 

• Dara Born’s new homeless ministry in 
Millville as she shows God’s love to homeless 
and addicts and assists those that desire help 
to take the next steps. 

• The significant missional projects that flow 
out of the life of pastorates such as Dot 
Marketto’s ministry with Omie’s Home in 
India. She led a team to serve and reach 
locals there through her global missions 
pastorate once again, seeing more people 
going each year.  

• The growth of our old, new and future global 
partnerships with North & Central Asia, 
Jordan and Kosovo, with missions weekends 
throughout the year. We were able to visit 
Jordan again to serve alongside their 
ministry with a whole new group.  

• Miranda Silva as we sent her out another 
year to see her flourish and grow in her 
passion for missions and the children of 
Life International School in Spain  

• Meeting our Missions Giving goal of 
30,000 by June and coming close to 
60,000 by the end of the year, with a 
couple thousand left to go  

May God grow us in partnering with Him in 
His heart for missions, both local and global. 

Jed Riconda
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65% GCF-North/CMA for NCA , Jordan
15% Approved Specials
5% Saavedras in Paraguay
5% Partner Development
10% Local and Regional

Pastorates              I’d like to start off by thanking every single  
              pastorate leader. You guys are genuinely incredible!! 
You are the lifeblood of our church, shepherding the sheep that God has entrusted to us as a 
church family. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. It’s incredible to know that we have 
24 people who are currently leading 12 pastorates. We also have nine new pastorates in the 
works, with three of those currently doing a soft launch. Our pastorates minister to about 220 
people in 5 different cities. The Kingdom of God tends to move in two patterns - out and 
down. It moves out in new growth and  
then grows down with deep roots. In 2019,  
my prayer is that our pastorates would grow  
down, laying deep roots with God, with each 
other and with those who don’t know Him yet.   
Erik Howard 
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Healing & Restoration
Celebrate Recovery

  
Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come! 
2 Corinthians 5:17  

Have I 
not commanded 

you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be 

terrified; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD 

your God will be with 
you wherever you go. 

Joshua 1:9

So thankful for what God has done 
this year… 

• Had 110 people at our                         
re-launching event back in January!                   

• God has graciously                
sustained our leader-                     
ship team in spite                                 
of difficult times                             
many have faced                               
this year.  

• 12 CR leaders                            
attended a leaders’                   
training conference in                   
Washington, DC. 

• Had average weekly        
participation of 42 adults               
plus 6 children in               
Celebration Station! 

• Had the opportunity to               
coach a Vineland local              
church team interested                     
in launching their own CR        
program. 

• This year Jessica went from being a 
regular participant—actively 
inviting others to CR— to becoming 
a group facilitator! 

• Six regular participants took a step 
to be trained and grow in an area of 
service!

   Looking to 2019: 

•We want to strengthen our 
current leadership team. 

• Diego will transition 
leadership to his ministry 
apprentice, Ron Mason. 

• Explore a CR Step Study in 
Spanish as a support to the 
Bridgeton Church plant. 

   Thank you faithful servants: 

  Cindy Cuartas, Jacqueline   
   Silva, Cynthia Knight,   
    Amanda Paulaitis, Olivia   
     DeCicco, Mikenzie DeCicco,  
        Mikylah DeCicco, Donna   
          Barnes, Charles Corbitt,   
           Allie King, Linda Couch,  
         Joan Strang, Ron Mason,  
       Ron James, Don Kinchen,  
     Tara Henderson, Dan Horner, 
  Elizabeth Mazzochi, Melissa                                       
 Adamson, Jesse Pantalione,   
 Tammy Price, Jessica Walker,  
 Gary Paulaitis and Mick   
 Sanderson. 

  Diego Cuartas 
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Prayer and God’s  
Presence 

Thank you: 
Kim Zimmerman, Ken Hill, 
Caleb Howard, Rich 
Weatherby, Jim MacLane, 
Linda Casmer, Dot Marketto, 
Dara Born, Sarah Howard, 
Charles and Jeany Corbitt, 
Cindy Cuartas, Ryan Carr, 
Angelo D’Amato, Jed Riconda, 
Kim Sottile, Jennifer Pearson, 
Shirley Hayman, Arlene Baruffi, 
Stephanie Hill, Katie Fransko, 
Liam Gould and many others 
who help minister to people on 
a week-to-week basis. 

I celebrate Thor, Lois and Tammy as they 
counsel countless hours to help people 
become what God has designed them to be. 
Special thanks to the many hours Tammy has 
offered to many during crisis! 
By mid-November we have committed $6,835 
to assist individuals/families in receiving 
counseling. 18 individuals have requested 
help and have been assisted. In addition, 
close to $2,000 has been dispersed via the 
crisis assistance fund to help families in crisis. 

I am very thankful for the partnership 
Ministering Elders and Counselors are able 
to rally in order to intervene and support in 
helping marriages and families in crisis.  
As we move into 2019: 
We will identify and form a Care Team that 
will help us address different kinds of 
needs in our church. 
Diego Cuartas 

Crisis & Counseling 

• So thankful for our weekly pastors/staff prayer times 
to seek God’s presence and intercede for the Body 
of Christ and our community 

• Thankful for the times Caleb Howard has led our 
pastoral team in pursuing intentional times to go 
deeper in our connection with God 

• Praise God for Liam Gould as he has helped us 
champion the pursuit of God’s presence and prayer 
via several Truth For Living classes this year 

• So grateful for the times God has ministered to the 
emotional, physical and spiritual needs of people 
via altar prayer and healing services 

• Thankful for the partnership with the College of 
Prayer to provide the Upper Room weekend in May. 
Around 60 people participated in pursuing God 
together over a weekend. 

• God has been meeting us in                                  
special ways during the new                                      
pre-service prayer times                                            
Caleb Howard has been                                           
leading. 

Looking to 2019: I have a  
desire to see us establish 
regular, corporate times where  
we pursue God together and  
seek to bless our community  
and the world as we become a  
house of prayer for the nations. 
Diego Cuartas 
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And we all, with 
unveiled 

face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into 
the same image from 
one degree of glory to 

another 
2 Corinthians 3:18 

Truth For Living 

Leadership Community is made up of 143 ministry leaders that give  
themselves regularly to the cultivation of someone else’s faith. This  
year we have been calling those leaders and others together in order  
to create greater unity and effectiveness with a conviction that people  
need to get connected to our Discipleship Process and a discipling  
relationship. Art Baruffi and Frank Geremia have been leading the  
charge on relationship-based discipleship, and I am so thankful for their work. In 2019, we will 
see a clearer network of discipling relationships and more momentum in multiplication. 
Greg Hill 

Greenhouse       In 2018, we focused the work of our Greenhouse  
       Ministry, which is a training track for emerging 
leaders to be trained and released into whatever God has for them. Greenhouse Prep is now 
called Aspire and emphasizes life, learning and mission. Art Baruffi and Frank Geremia have 
been working with these disciples, and they will finish the study of the whole Bible by the 
end of December 2018! In 2019, they will launch into another cycle of studying the Bible 
through in two years. 
Greg Hill 

Leadership Community

The truth from Paul in 2 Corinthians 3 is the same sort of thing I hear 
from our TFL classes. In learning about God in Scripture, there is 
something that is seen about God and that glory changes us in the  
middle of our circumstance.  
In 2018 we had 38 opportunities for our people to Encounter God  
in Scripture in one of our TFL courses, and I want to thank our  
24 TFL teachers for their commitment to getting people under  
the hearing of the Word of God. 
Art Baruffi, Larry and Leslie Baruffi, Seth and Stephanie Brown, Linda Casmer, Diego 
Cuartas, Kevin and Bethany Gibala, Frank Geremia, Liam Gould, Erik Howard, Ken and 
Eileen Hill, Rich Irion, Chris Laws, Dot Marketto, Ron Mason, Denise Middleton, Mona 
Mauro, Emily Syvertson, Rich Weatherby, Tony and Lynn Wilson, and Kim Zimmerman 
In 2018, we added seven new teachers that were  
applying their gift of teaching and leadership to 
help others grow. Thank you Marriage Team,  
under the Leadership of Ken and Eileen Hill, for 
your care for marriages through your class, mentor  
training and planning for the Marriage Retreat.  
In 2019, Pastor Chris will be heading up Truth For Living and will look to strategically 
align TFL to support the families on mission in pastorates and the growth that is 
happening in discipling relationships. 
Greg Hill 
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Ministering Elders, 
Deacons, Deaconess 

But you will 
receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people 
about me everywhere. 

Acts 1:8

• Our Ministering Elders supported and led gatherings where the presence of God was 
pursued—Altar Prayer Ministry, Upper Room Weekend, anointing and prayer for healing 

• So thankful for the way our Ministering Elders have shepherded and discipled several 
individuals in our church needing healing and restoration in their lives 

• Butch Bateman and Jim MacLane joined Deacons’ Ministry this year 

• The Deacons have served 19 families with needs like building materials, food purchases, 
electric, gas, water, counseling, rent, hotel stays, medicine and educational cost. Starting 
balance was $2875.56, ending balance is $1509.67  

Looking to 2018: • Develop Ministering Elders to serve at LFA, CCC and                                                    
Glasstown • Looking forward to raising a Head Elder Apprentice 

Thank you: 
Rosemary Sottile, Erika Cook, Greg Hill, Chris Laws,  
Erik Howard, Ken Hill, Frank Geremia, Rich Weatherby,  
Caleb Howard, Joel Howard, Kim Zimmerman, Ryan Carr,  
Calvin Smith, Steve Schalick, Ron Mason, Russell Born,  
Butch Bateman, Jim MacLane, Mark Rowe, Curtis  
Zimmerman, Mick Sanderson 
Diego Cuartas 

Off ice, Facilities  
and Volunteers
We are so thankful for Mick Sanderson, who started working at LFA right 
before the construction of the new building was finished. He has adjusted 
well to his increased work load and has done a fantastic job of keeping the 
entire facility neat and clean for the MANY LFA ministries, as well as 
outside organizations, that consistently use the space.  
All who stop by the office are always warmly welcomed by Dara Born at 
our front desk. She and her wonderful sense of humor have been a 
fabulous asset to our office. A big thank you to our counters: Donna 
Barnes, Rich Irion, Nancy Wagner, Linda Couch, Norma Stockton, Skip & 
Sylvia Kaeppler, Nancy & Joe Gillespie. We are appreciative of their 
graciousness as they were shuffled around several times this year due to 
Mondays being especially busy at the office. We are so grateful  
for our office volunteers who help weekly (Norma Stockton and Eddie 
Felicioni). We love to see the special bond they have established! 
All these wonderful people have helped make the office a great  
support system to the mission of LFA.   
Charissa Ricketts 



Living Faith Alliance Church   |    �18

Jesus said, 
“Let the little 

children come to me 
and do not hinder them, 
for to such belongs the 

kingdom of heaven.” 15 And 
he laid his hands on 

them and went away. 
Matthew 19:14-15

Early Childhood 
Children’s Ministry

God has been busy with great things in Children’s 
Ministry- impacting the leaders as they impact the 
children of our church. 
Nursery 
Our nursery workers have  
prayerfully loved around  
20 children each week,  
creating a comforting  
environment where  
children get basic  
lessons that God made  
them and loves them.  
Many thanks to Dee and  
Mark Raybould, Mariah Paulaitis,  
Mandy Paulaitis, Mark Gove and  
Makenzie DeCicco, along with many others for their 
faithful commitment to our youngest children. 
2/3 
Amidst bubbles, songs, parachutes and lots of fun 
games geared toward our "Coming Under Authority" 
Milestone, our teachers of 2-3 year olds have instilled 
foundational truths to around 30-35 children each 
week. Special thanks to Sarah Howard, Samantha 
Ortiz, Kim Rodriguez, Katie Fransko, Sharon Howard 
and many others who have lovingly guided these 
children. 
4/5 
Our 4-5 year olds have been studying characteristics 
of God from the Old Testament in a fun and 
structured environment. Many thanks to Caleb 
Howard, Jacqueline Silva, Sherman and Jessica Miller, 
Mikylah DeCicco and many others who have 
dedicated their time and prayers to about 30-35 
children each week. 

As we prayerfully move forward into the next year, we 
are grateful for all God has done and wait with 
anticipation for what is to come. He's not done yet!  

Matthew 19:14-15 

Sarah Bates 
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Special thanks to our wonderful 
teachers: Margaret Keefer and 
Hillary Jones.  
And also thanks to our many 
Student Leaders: Andy, Bowen, 
Levi, Allie, Jude, Ian, Elijah,  
Hannah and Alyssa.

Treasure Seekers

If I could describe our 21 regular  
Middle School students in one word,  
it would be “hungry.” This generation  
is hungry for the genuine Christian  
lifestyle that comes with following  
Christ. That’s why teaching the  
person of God, how to hear from  
Him and following Him is a priority  
for us. 
Looking back, the biggest highlight 
that leaders and students would  
both agree on is the Alpha Youth  
Series. The video series provided  
such clear content that led to  
incredible Gospel conversations and  
heart questions with our students.  
The best night was our “Holy Spirit” night. We had space for our Middle Schoolers to receive 
prayer, to be anointed with oil, move freely around the room praising God, just asking the 
Holy Spirit to come and fill. I recall one student saying to me, “It was the first time I really 
experienced a peace that I’ve never had before.”  
In 2019, we’ll be making adjustments to move-up times for our students, expanding the 
impact of Middle School Ministry. 
 

Angelo D’Amato 

Middle School Thanks to all our Middle School leaders: Mike & Kelly DeCicco, 
Daniel Yang, Nate Morales, Rebekah Worth, Beth Arkainno, Leyda Torres, Angie Kuzmicz, Mariah Paulaitis and Jordan Hemple. 

There's a lot I could say about the 60+ kids that come into  
our classrooms every Sunday that would explain how I see  
God moving, however, I think our leaders said it best. In a  
recent debrief, as we talked about the culture of our  
classroom, Margaret said, “In being their teachers for the  
past year, kids are comfortable with us and WANT to follow.” 
In talking about experiencing the presence of God in our  
classes, Andy observed, “I see week after week, kids coming into class shy or  
maybe even crying, and by the end, they are open, smiling; I see God at work 
bringing peace.” It’s exciting that we get to teach our children things like  
“To be like Jesus,” the Apostles Creed, or even now going through the books  
of the Bible. Yet what excites me most is not WHAT they learn, but WHO they  
encounter. Our kids are encountering the person of God, seeing prayers  
answered and having space in Treasure Seekers to explore the questions  
they have.  
In 2019, we are looking forward to making some needed adjustments to class 
 age-groups and continuing through the books of the Bible. 

Angelo D’Amato 
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The 2018-19 school year marks a significant change in my ministry 
life as I have handed over Senior High Ministry to Dan Matro. Dan 
& Holly have stepped in to bring leadership and direction to our 
Youth Ministry at Living Faith. I’m super excited to have Dan back 
in a key leadership role. His life history, training and experience are 
amazing assets to our church body and Youth Ministry.   
Dan & Holly lead High School, Angelo leads Middle  
School and I lead our Youth Ministry Leaders Pastorate.  
Our youth leaders - 15 of them - are a huge win for  
students and our church! We have some really gifted  
and talented leaders.  
This school year we also began training students to  
become leaders. As they finish up training they move  
into the Youth Leader Pastorate and help bring their  
gifts and talents to the table to help shape Youth 
Ministry for years to come.   
A few years ago I explained the difference between  
‘youth group’ and ‘youth ministry’. We continue to  
see that vision come to life as youth who  
have grown up in our church regularly  
lead in Worship Ministry, run sound,  
serve in Treasure Seekers and kids  
classes and continue to reach our  
community through Summer Ministry.   

Chris Laws 

Sr High Ministry
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Thank you so much to our 
director: Daniel Yang; our interns: 
Angie Kuzmicz, Mariah Paulaitis, 
and Nate Morales, along with our 
14 Student Leaders and about 
50+ Student Workers. 

Family Ministry

Summer Ministry
This year, 320 Campers experienced the incredibly fun and 
Gospel-centered summer ministry that is Camp Grace. While 
this year was one of the smoothest in leading, there were 
challenges, from the weather or just the reality of the world 
around us, that pushed us all to new levels of leadership.  
In 2019, we’ll be exploring new areas to serve and looking 
forward to another life-changing Replenish Retreat for our 
Student Leaders. 
Angelo D’Amato 

           A grandparent’s delight, an aunt’s hug,  
           a dad’s nearness, a mother’s love, an  
           uncle’s prayer, a worshipper’s zeal, a 
Jesus-follower’s priorities -- the greatest asset we have in Family Ministry is YOU! You are uniquely 
positioned to inspire the next generation to love and follow Jesus!  
We celebrate what God has done, in 2018, through LFA family ministries: 

• Partnering with Sarah Bates to design and implement a Children’s                                                
Ministry model that increased our capacity to 1- know and care for                                             
children 2- connect with parents 3- leverage Children’s Ministry for                                                    
adult discipleship and more! 

• The launching of a parenting KIDS podcast and a parenting TEENS                                            
podcast 

• 10 baby dedications 

• 11+ inspiring people encouraging each other in life and ministry during                                  
Children’s Ministry (CM) Together gatherings. Thanks guys!                                                                                                                  
Katie Fransko, Kim Rodriguez, Jacqueline Silva, Samantha Ortiz, Sherman                                        
and Jessica Miller, Sharon Howard, Sarah Howard, Angelo D’Amato, Hillary Jones                          
and Margaret Keefer 

Special thanks to Sarah Howard for her work with me as we led the Marriage Prep Ministry and to 
Sherman and Jessica Miller, Sarah Howard and Stephanie Brown for huge support with the 2019 
Parent Summit. 
We’ll hit the ground running in 2019 with a month of guided prayer and a combined Impact 
Summit (for leaders) and our 7th annual Parent Summit. 

Caleb Howard 
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On December 9th at our Annual Meeting we will be electing the Governing Elders for our church. 
The Nominating Committee has nominated these four men to serve as Governing Elders. 

Governing Elders 
Nominations 

This year Ann and I celebrated our 29th year of marriage and our 
26th year at LFA. We have three children (Maritza, Maria, Jeremiah), 
one son-in-law (Jose-Anthony) and one grandchild (Anthony Jr.).  
This is my 20th year in public education and my 6th year as Vice 
Principal at Lakeside Middle School in Millville. Our involvement in 
ministry are: pastorate leader and committed to be married couple 
mentors. For fun, I enjoy reading classics and biographies.   

Ish Jimenez 

Jonathan Bates

My wife, Sarah Bates, and I have 5 children: Rachel, Jeremy, Luke, 
Hannah, and Abigail. We are involved in multiple areas of the 
church body. My wife coordinates the Children's Ministry of LFA 
and I have been involved with making slides, running the sound, 
computers, configuring the church wifi and general areas that 
need help. I have been the Millville Police Department's IT guy for 
the past 11 years. For fun I enjoy playing board games with family 
and friends. My current favorites are Flash Point, Sushi Go and X-
Wing.

Charles Caldwell

My wife Jane and I live in Millville and have three kids, Jeff, Lindsey 
and Jennifer, all grown but in the area. Our one grandchild is 
Lindsey’s son Jace. I've worked at Cumberland Christian School for 
40 years. My ministry at LFA has been for the most part Worship 
Ministry. I've also been on the Elder and Governing Elder Board 
previously too. For fun I like to hit the gym, and I'm an avid golfer. 

David Tomlinson

My wife Janis and I have been married 18 years and have 8 children: 
Kevin 17, Matthew 15, Katelyn 13, Nathan 11, Emily 8, Josiah 6, 
Andrew 4, and Levi 2. I work for Inspira Health Network as an 
Assistant Nurse Manager in the Emergency Department. I have 
been with Inspira for the past 12 years. Currently we host a 
pastorate with Jon and Sarah Bates. In the past we have helped in 
various TFL classes, and I have served on the FRC and Generational 
Committees. Some things I enjoy are movies, board games and 
martial arts.   
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Submitted by Charissa Ricketts 

1.13.18 

Attendance:  66 members, 20 non-members.  86 Total  

Welcome & Acts 13 (church is a training center) by Nate Howard. Nate announced transition 
of his stepping down and Dave Jones announced that Greg Hill will be moving into lead 
pastor position.  

Opening prayer & prayer for Nate, Sharon & Greg by Diego Cuartas 

Transition Q & A 

Agenda was received by the congregation. 

Quorum declared by Greg Hill 

Presentation of 2018 Budget by Greg Hill  

Highlights- Increase in staffing related to leadership transition- hiring another pastor while 
Nate is still here. Building and coming mortgage- GEs tracked our need for $8000/month to 
cover mortgage, and we have been averaging $10,000. Glasstown funding 85% of their 
budget.  

Budget Q & A 

Vote on Budget- Motion made and seconded. Unanimously passed 

Elect Gov elders-  Tom Hickman (Glasstown) & Kevin Gibala (LFA) 

Nominations for the Nominating Committee: 

Jim MacLane (accepted), Larry Bartlett (not a member), Steve Schalick (accepted), Hillary 
Jones (accepted), Sarah Howard (accepted).  

Nominating committee: Steve Schalick & Sarah Howard    

Ministry areas celebration 

Q&A Ministry areas 

Close in prayer 

2017/2018 Annual 
Meeting Minutes
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2018

1987 S. Lincoln Ave 
Vineland, NJ 08361 
(856) 696-3444 
www.lfachurch.org

Off ice

LFA Sunday Service 
9am and 11am  
Living Faith Alliance Church 
1987 S. Lincoln Ave, Vineland, NJ 08361 

Glasstown Sunday Service 
11:15am  
First Presbyterian Church 
119 N 2nd St. Millville, NJ 08332 

Gatherings

http://www.lfachurch.org
http://www.lfachurch.org

